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POWERED BY THE SUN

A CREATIVE 
WRITING CONTEST 

for 
NEW JERSEY STUDENTS 

in 
GRADES K-5

Did You Know?!
• Coal is the most common fuel for generating 

electricity in the United States.
 

In 2010, consumption of 
renewable sources in the 
United States totaled about 
8 quadrillion BTU or about 
8% of all energy used 
nationally. About 10% of 
U.S. electricity was generated 
from renewable sources.

• In the 1830s, the British astronomer 
John Herschel famously used a solar thermal 
collector box (a device that absorbs sunlight 
to collect heat) to cook food during  an 
expedition to Africa. 

• Albert Einstein won the Nobel Prize in 1921 
for his experiments with solar energy.  

• Solar energy systems do not produce air 
pollutants or carbon-dioxide. When located 
on buildings and poles, they have minimal 
impact on the environment.
 

• Green Leaf Planes can fly using solar energy. 
In 2005 an unmanned airplane (drone) with a 
5-meter wingspan flew for 48 hours non-stop, 
propelled entirely by solar energy.

Petroleum 1%Renewable 10%
Nuclear 20%

Natural Gas 24%

Coal 45%

Source:  U.S. Energy 
Information Administration
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www.cnjsolarcontest.com

Imagine the Landscape 
of New Jersey’s Future…

A Creative Writing Contest that 
powers student learning featuring:

• Curriculum based learning in science and   
 language arts literacy
• Resources and links prepared by a professional  
 children’s librarian
• Awards Event at Garden State Green Fest   
 March 23-25, 2012
• Class Trip Awards for outstanding Class Projects 

Goals of the Contest

• Students develop their language arts literacy,  
 creative writing and presentation skills
• Students learn and understand the benefits of  
 solar power
• Teachers and students find valuable resources  
 to support their teaching/learning
• Parents are inspired and educated by the   
 students’ work
• Students begin to see themselves as future   
 stewards of New Jersey and the planet
• Teachers and students are acknowledged and  
 celebrated for their work at special events

Register your class online between 
December 1, 2011 and February 24, 
2012 and receive a Powered by the 
Sun Classroom Poster.

Entries

• All students in Grades K-5 are eligible to enter.
• Entries will be accepted through our online   
 portal from individual, groups or classes of   
 students.
• Entry deadline is Friday, March 2, 2012.  
• Selections will be announced by Tuesday,   
 March 13, 2012.
• Rules and contest details are available on the  
 contest web page: www.cnjsolarcontest.com

About Celebrate NJ

Celebrate NJ is a nonprofit organization that 
believes in celebrating what makes New Jersey 
a great place to live, work and call home. We 
create and implement a host of educational 
programs and promotional initiatives that 
engage NJ’s residents in learning about and 
celebrating the best of New Jersey for 
generations to come.  For more information, 
visit www.CelebrateNJ.org or call 
732.339.8178.

Powered by the Sun is made possible by 
support from PSE&G and Petra Solar.

The Sun is our planet’s largest source of energy. 
It powers our weather, it fuels the production of 
our food, and makes for the beauty of our 
environment. It generates the wind and solar 
power that energize our lives. All over New 
Jersey, panels collect the sun’s rays on poles, 
rooftops and solar farms; helping utilities provide 
power for homes and business. Celebrate NJ has 
designed this fun and engaging Creative Writing 
Contest to help New Jersey’s students power up 
their understanding of the many ways we all 
benefit by the Power of the Sun.

Power Your Students’ Creativity… 
Stories, Poems, Songs, Scripts for 
Skits, Plays or Videos

Your students can use their creativity to 
demonstrate what they’ve learned about the 
Power of the Sun. Enter their stories, poems, 
songs, skits, plays and video scripts. Entries may 
also include pictures, drawings, paintings, 
collages, etc., that illustrate their written work.


