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2011-12 Teachers Guide

Middle School STEP
(Science, Technology Environment Program)

A Writing and Creative Computing Program 
for Grades 6, 7, and 8
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Multi-curriculum-based research, writing and creative computing program that helps excite students about learning as they discover how New Jersey’s people, places and inventions have helped change the world for the better.
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Welcome to the Celebrate NJ Middle School STEP!

This overview is intended to provide answers to most of the questions that

Teachers may have about the program. If you have others, please contact us.
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Questions?

Contact: Karen Hatcher, Executive Director

                Celebrate NJ!

   15 Cortlandt Street
                Milltown, NJ  08850
                Khatcher@celebratenj.org

   732-339-8178
Celebrate NJ! Vision 
Vision

Celebrate New Jersey! seeks to inspire the minds and hearts of the people of New Jersey by educating, informing, and engaging them in a new conversation about our home state.  We do this with a focus on:

· the positive aspects of living, working and learning available in New Jersey; 

· our rich history and the critical role we played in our nation’s freedom; 

· our cultural diversity as one of the most diverse states in the US; 

· and the important discoveries and inventions birthed here, 

Celebrate New Jersey! creates an important connection to our past as we build a future for and with our children, of which we may all feel proud.

School Program Objectives

Program Purpose: The purpose of the Celebrate NJ! School Program is to educate, inspire and celebrate New Jersey’s children. 

Intended results:

1. That middle school students further develop literacy, research, writing, computer technology and public speaking skills. 
2. That middle school students increase their awareness of the world around them, learn about significant events of the past, and come to understand the importance of science and technology to their lives and the future of our world. 
3. That middle school students identify that the fields of science, technology and the environment can be interesting and exciting as possible career paths.
4. That middle school students begin to see themselves as future stewards of and leaders in their New Jersey communities. 

5. That teachers (librarians, media specials, and school personnel) and students find the resources of the program a valuable addition to the classroom.

6. That students and teachers explore new applications of technology to create works that support their new understanding of research topics.
7. That teachers and students are fully acknowledged and celebrated for their involvement in the program.
Content of the Middle School STEP 

Writing and Creative Computing Program!



The program features:
· Step by Step Instructions for Students 

· Resources and Links Section
· Tutorials and instructions in using computer applications to create digital projects
· Support resources for teachers
· Publication of outstanding student work
Cross-Curricular in its Approach…

Language Arts Literacy:  The program supports language arts literacy skill development through the activities of research, reading, critical thinking, drafting, editing, proofing and producing a final written product.  

Science:  At the same time, they learn about the scientists, inventions, technological advances and natural resources of their home state.  
Technology:  Students improve computer skills through online research, word processing and keyboarding, and creative computing using SCRATCH technology.
But more than that…
The Celebrate NJ! Middle School STEP also fosters a connection to the rich, diverse place our kids call home. It helps develops self-esteem as they learn how people like them led the world in scientific developments, invented life-changing products, and became global leaders in environmental conservation.  The program inspires responsibility for their choices, as they take on the role of future stewards and leaders of The Garden State. 

This program is independently funded and offered at no-fee to public and private middle schools alike. It was developed with and for New Jersey’s teachers to meet the core curriculum standards. 

The SCRATCH component of the STEP program was designed and contributed by Ben Kleiner, a graduate student at Rutgers University.  Ben is studying to be a teacher and was an intern with Celebrate NJ in 2010.
School Program Registration
Registration is Free and Easy!

Register your students by using the online registration page.  You will find the link at www.cnjstep.com.
The program resources are available online free for use at any time by all teachers and their students at www.cnjstep.com.  However, if you want your students to be eligible to participate in the contest and awards program, please complete the online registration process. 
Program Timeline

Judging, publication and events will all follow during the spring as outlined below:

Online Registration period



January 2 – March 31, 2012
Student Entry Submission period


March 1, 2012 – April 30, 2012
Selections Announced




May 2012   

Recognition/Publication of Selected Works

May/June 2012
Teacher Communication and Support

Teachers are encouraged to send questions by email wherever possible to Karen Hatcher at khatcher@celebratenj.org.  If the matter is more urgent, please call us at 732-339-8178. 

All regular correspondence will be sent to teachers via email, therefore it is important that the email address provided is one without firewalls, blocking devices, etc.  Teachers may opt to use personal email when registering in the program, however this is absolutely a matter of choice. Celebrate NJ! promises to restrict its use of email addresses to organizational communication only.

Please Note:  We normally send out monthly updates to all registered teachers.  If you don’t receive email from us, please contact us as a firewall may be blocking these important messages.

Submission of Student Articles for Judging

A maximum number of eight essays and SCRATCH projects per registered class may be submitted by teachers online through the Celebrate NJ!  website by the pre-determined deadline. Because it may be difficult for teachers to select the articles themselves, we suggest allowing the students to vote on the best articles to send us.  This helps all students to feel invested in the contest. The articles we receive will then be organized, sorted and made available for review to a group of volunteer judges.  Instructions for submitting articles will be posted on the Teachers page of the website and emailed to all registered teachers.  
Judging and Selection of Essays


Judges review and evaluate articles based on the following criteria:
 

1. Articles must be typed using a basic word processing software package, in Times New Roman or Arial 12 font size.  The article must be at least 300 words but not longer than 500 words, and all spelling and punctuation must be proof-read and corrected prior to submission.  Please note:  To be sure judges can open the files, please save all files as .doc, .txt or .PDF only. 
2. The topic chosen should fit the assignment detailed on the Assignment pages.

3. Writers should attempt to both educate and generate interest among their readers.  

4. Articles will be disqualified for plagiarism.  Students should not “cut and paste” directly from online sources, but reformulate the information into their own words.

5. Judges will make their selections by grade level (6, 7, and 8).  Students will only compete with others in their grade level.

SCRATCH Project Judging

Students should use this component of the program to educate and engage others in learning about the topic they researched.  See the instructions on the website for further details.

Recognition 
Publicly celebrating those students whose work was selected is an important and rewarding aspect of the program.  We plan to continue this aspect of the program again this year.  Specifics to be announced.
How to Get Started

Once you’ve reviewed the Getting Started, Assignment Pages and Resources at

http://cnjstep.com and determined that the deadlines fit within your teaching plan…

1. Register your students using the link provided on the Getting Started page.
2. Guide your students through the selection of topics.  Point them to the Student Resources page and let the research begin!
3. Review the Getting Started with SCRATCH guide and tutorials so that you may better guide your students in this phase of the program.
4. We’ll be in touch to provide instructions for uploading your entries as we get closer to the entry period.

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Hatcher at 732.339-8178 or khatcher@celebratenj.org.

Enjoy the Program!
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